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A trip to the North Carolina coast is one way to “beat the heat.” 
Photo taken by Shirley Cornwell near Manteo, NC. 
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June and July 2020 
Financial Reports 

 

We hope that you find this information helpful as 
you pray for this congregation and evaluate your 
giving and participation in the worship, work and 
mission of this part of the Body of Christ.             
Sincerely, the Session and Pastor.  
   

Tithes and Offerings needed for each week of 
2020 = $1,485.13. This figure is based on a total 
2020 spending play of $77,227.00 which was 
approved by the Session. 
 

JUNE 
Total Tithes and Offerings  
needed (4 weeks)                              $5,940.54 
Actual Tithes and Offerings 
received (4 weeks)                            $5,355.00 
This results in a budget  
shortage for this month                    ($585.54) 
 

Total Expenses (4 weeks)                 $4,701.50 
resulting in an overage for     
the month                                    $653.50 
 

JULY 
Total Tithes and Offerings  
needed (3 of 4 weeks)                       $4,455.40 
Actual Tithes and Offerings 
received (3 of 4 weeks)                     $3,959.00 
This results in a budget  
shortage for this month                     ($496.40) 
 

Total Expenses (3 of 4 weeks)          $4,497.40 
resulting in a shortage for   
the month                                   ($538.40) 

 
YEAR-TO-DATE 

Total Tithes and Offerings  
needed (29 weeks)                           $43,068.90 
Actual Tithes and Offerings  
(29 weeks) received                         $38,262.00 
This results in a budget  
shortage to this point                      ($4,806.90) 
 

Total Expenses (29 weeks)              $35,736.03 
This results in an overage  
to expenses for the year                     $2,525.97 
 

For those of you who understand a chart better 
than a bunch of numbers, below is the ‘picture’ of 
our finances for 2020 (25 weeks): 
 

 
Expenses VS Income 

 

*************************************** 
Session Highlights 

 

Stated Meeting – June 28th 
 

  

The Session: 
• Reviewed and approved the financial reports 

for February, March, April, and May. 
• Received a financial report from Circle # 2. 
• Updated the Shepherd List and Contact List. 
• Received an update on our grant application 

to the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic for money 
to replace our sanctuary air conditioners. 
Due to a technical problem, we had to 
resubmit the application. 
 

Called Meeting – July 12th 
 

The Session heard the following report: The 
Synod is not accepting grant applications for this 
year and so we will receive no funds from them 
for our air conditioner replacements. The 
chairperson of Presbytery’s General Council 
suggested that we send a letter to them requesting 
grant money from their “small church fund.”  
 

A motion was approved that Rev. Thurmond draft 
a letter to the General Council requesting $4,000 
and that we go ahead with the replacement of the 
AC units, since funding from General Council is 
not guaranteed. The $4,000 which we need to 
complete the project will be taken partially from 
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the Million Pennies Fund and partially from the 
Reserve Account. If we receive funding from the 
Presbytery’s General Council, the money will be 
returned to the budget. The motion was approved.  
 

Rev. Thurmond contacted Kenney Harney to get 
the project moving forward. We will have new 
air-conditioning units soon. 

 

*************************************** 
Some Bible Trivia 

 

The theme for this month is: the company of the 
apostles 
 

1. Who was the apostle to the Gentiles? 
2. Who brought Peter to Jesus? 
3. Who had Jesus as a guest at a meal with 

many tax collectors? 
4. What was Paul’s original name? 
5. Who criticized a woman for anointing Jesus? 
6. Who said to Jesus, “My Lord and my God?” 
7. Who were the “sons of thunder”? 

 

*************************************** 
The Pastor’s Ponderings  

 

The story of raising of Lazarus from the dead is 
an important one for me. It is one of the scripture 
passages that I usually use at the gravesides 
during funerals. I love this story because of its 
portrayal of how we experience death, and 
because of its powerful message of faith and 
resurrection.  
 

But I must also admit that it is a disturbing 
passage. (A point that I do not usually 
acknowledge when I am standing with a family 
in the cemetery.) It is disturbing because Jesus 
delays when Martha and Mary send a message 
that they need him. It is disturbing because Jesus 
does the same to me. He often delays when I pray 
to him, asking for help. There might be a lot of 
explanations for this delay, but I found the one 
below very interesting. I offer it to you for your 
pondering. The article comes from the July 22, 
2015 issue of The Christian Century. 

 

                                                           
1 Shannon Craigo-Snell teaches at Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary. 

Jesus Never Shows Up Too Late 
A Savior, Not a Hero 

by Shannon Craigo-Snell1 
  

The story of Lazarus in the Gospel of John [John 
11:1-44] describes a God who comes too late. 
Mary and Martha, concerned for their brother 
Lazarus, send word to Jesus, but he does not go 
immediately to their home in Bethany. He stays 
where he is for two more days. 
 

When Jesus and the disciples finally get near 
Bethany, Martha runs out to meet Jesus and to tell 
him that Lazarus has died. “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. But even 
now I know that God will give you whatever you 
ask of him.” 
 

Martha is a faithful woman. She says Jesus could 
have saved Lazarus before he died, but she also 
asks [bluntly] for Jesus to save him now. Lazarus 
by now has been in his tomb for four days, and 
Martha still believes Jesus can save him. Jesus 
does not respond by granting her request. Instead, 
he preaches to her: “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live.” Martha then runs back to get Mary. 
 

Let’s get this straight. Jesus is told his friend is 
sick and he doesn’t come. Two days pass. He 
starts on his way to Lazarus. At least two more 
days pass, because by the time Jesus arrives in the 
vicinity of Bethany, Lazarus has been dead for 
four days. Martha comes to talk to him, then goes 
to get Mary, then she sends Mary back, and when 
Mary gets to Jesus, he still hasn’t moved. What is 
he doing all this time? 
 
I know what Jesus is doing. He’s dawdling. I have 
three small children, and I know what dawdling 
looks like. My kids will intend to go somewhere 
– say, to the car – and there will be no [obstacles] 
to their progress, but still, it takes 15 minutes to 
get out the door. Their intention does not change 
– at any moment they would tell you they are on 
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the way to the car – but they make extremely slow 
progress. 
 
Jesus dawdles until Mary gets to him and says the 
same thing her sister did, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” Jesus is 
moved by Mary’s weeping and eventually calls 
for the stone closing Lazarus’s tomb to be moved 
away. 
 

Perhaps Martha is thinking at this point that Jesus 
wants to mourn over the body, and she gently tells 
him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he 
has been dead four days.” Perhaps she is not 
gentle at all, but sternly reminds Jesus that if he 
wanted to be with Lazarus, the time for that was 
four days ago. In either case, we have no 
indication that she is still holding out hope for 
Jesus to save her brother. That moment came and 
went. But of course, that’s exactly what Jesus 
does: “Lazarus, come out!” 
 

Aristotle, one of the earliest and most influential 
commentators on theater, says that tragedy 
happens when the heroic character meets with 
disaster at the end of the story. He contrasts this 
with comedy, in which the characters go to the 
very brink of disaster but are snatched back again 
to safety. 
 

Comedy, in Aristotle’s terms, only works 
because we live in a world where tragedy is 
commonplace. People go to the brink of various 
disasters and [fall] over the cliff every day. It is 
because we are used to tragedy that we find 
comedy exhilarating. 
 
Aristotle defines comedy differently than we do 
today. His comedy doesn’t have to be funny. In 
fact, the contemporary stories that best fit within 
his notion of comedy are adventure stories where 
a hero shows up in the nick of time to save the 
day. 
 

The Christian gospel is neither tragedy nor 
comedy. As much as Mary and Martha would like 
him to, Jesus does not show up in the nick of time. 
The nick of time comes and goes, the characters 

[fall] right over that cliff, and still Jesus does not 
show up. The disaster is not [prevented] – 
Lazarus dies, and parts of his sisters die with him. 
Then, only then, after the body has begun to rot 
in the grave, does Jesus arrive. Only then, after 
even Martha has given up hoping that her brother 
might be saved, does Jesus command Lazarus to 
come out of the tomb. 
 

This is not tragedy – the story does not end in 
suffering. Nor is it comedy – disaster is not 
avoided. It is gospel – death [is] both endured and 
conquered. 
 

Jesus is not the hero the sisters so desperately 
wish for. He does not save the day. He does not 
even arrive on the day! Mary and Martha are not 
spared the suffering of their brother’s death. They 
grieve and mourn and face a future without him. 
Then, only then, does Jesus arrive, and redeem 
the disaster that has already struck. 
 

Jesus says that the illness Lazarus had “does not 
lead to death,” and then he states plainly, 
“Lazarus is dead.” This makes no sense in the 
world of comedy and tragedy, where illness either 
leads to death or it doesn’t. But it does make 
sense in the world of gospel. The illness does not 
lead to death, but through it. The fact that Lazarus 
dies does not mean that death is his final 
destination. 
 

In this story there is hard news and there is good 
news. Jesus is not a hero who will always save us 
from suffering and death. He will not show up in 
the nick of time to [prevent] disaster. And death, 
even though it is not our destination, is a stop on 
every journey and colors much of the landscape 
through which we travel. That’s the hard news. 
 

The good news is this: Jesus is not a hero – he’s 
a savior. That means it is never too late for him to 
redeem. The nick of time can come and go, but 
that does not mean the opportunity for 
redemption is gone. The corpse can be rotting in 
the grave, and it is not too late for Jesus to bring 
life again. The flesh could be gone altogether, the 
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bones completely dry, and still, it is not too late 
for the redeeming Word of God. 
 
I wonder how Mary and Martha lived after their 
brother died and was returned to them. Did they 
live with abandon – confident that the perils of 
this earth are not permanent? Did they disregard 
risks, knowing that Jesus, the resurrection and the 
life, is more powerful than any sickness or injury? 
 

Mary knew how much it hurt to lose her brother 
the first time. Martha saw how quickly his illness 
went from trivial to terrible. Both sisters 
witnessed his ragged last breath, and watched his 
body still. They knew how easily his life slipped 
away, and they felt some part of their own lives 
slip away with it. After all of that, could these 
sisters be carefree with the newly risen Lazarus? 
Or did they urge him to wear a scarf when he went 
out in the evening, lest he catch another chill? 
 

I can imagine that they would have different 
responses: Martha heady with the wine of 
resurrection, Mary waiting for death’s other shoe 
to drop. 
 

The predicament these two women face is similar 
to our own. In a world of sin and brokenness, we 
are called to attend to human suffering, to take 
death – in all its many forms – seriously. We are 
also called to live in the promise of resurrection. 
 
Theologian Karl Radner writes that “a strange 
thing happens to the man who really loves, for 
even before his own death, his life becomes a life 
with the dead.” The life of love becomes a life of 
grief. 
 

Why do we do it, then? Why do we continue to 
open our hearts to other people in this world, 
flawed and finite dawdlers who will surely die? 
Radner says that Christians do this on the strength 
of faith in grace. It is an act of faith to love 
another human being – a flawed, finite person 
who will no doubt die and take some part of us 
into death with them. The only way we can do 
this crazy thing, says Radner, is if we really 
believe that death is not the final word, not our 

ultimate destination. Because we know that death 
is not the end, we can risk the death that comes 
with loving others. 
 

Comedy makes sense only against a backdrop of 
tragedy. Because we expect the disaster, we are 
thrilled when it does not come. For Christians, 
love makes sense only against a backdrop of 
gospel. Because we know that death is finally 
conquered, we can take the risk of loving people 
who will surely die. 
 

********** 
Your pastor speaking now … You may have 
heard this saying: “Life is hard, and then you 
die.” It is true. But for those of us who believe in 
God, it is not the whole truth. Here is the whole 
truth: “Life is hard, then you die and are risen 
with Christ into eternal life with God.” 
 

As we continue to live with the challenges and 
struggles of 2020, may we always remember that 
neither the difficulties of life, nor death itself, is 
the final word of God to us. The final word is 
resurrection – resurrection to eternal life. Amen. 

Pastor Yvonne 
*************************************** 

Some Bible Trivia Answers 
 

1. Paul – Acts 13:46 
2. Andrew – John 1:40-41 
3. Matthew – Luke 5:29 
4. Saul – Acts 13:9 
5. Judas Iscariot – John 12:3-5 
6. Thomas – John 20:28 
7. James and John, the sons of Zebedee – Mark 

3:17 
 

*************************************** 
World War III – COVID-19 
The Grandfather of Mystery 
by Doris Whisnant – July 2020 

 

It seems World War III 
Has taken the world by surprise, 

As we wonder, what’s today, 
With each sunrise. 

Is this the day,  
The enemy will show its face? 
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Will it overtake me, 
As I run my race? 

 
Mystery surrounds it 
As we walk each day. 

We know the unknown 
Can make us fall by the way. 

Now, the grandfather of mystery,  
This COVID-19, 

Has man up in its grip 
As we all have seen. 

 

We search our minds  
As we look at our family, 

Asking God to protect them 
Against this disease. 

We pray for the world 
To be disease free, 
And wonder if God  

Has a plan we can’t see. 
 

We hide out in our homes 
To be safe from disease. 

Our lives on hold  
Against what we can’t see. 

If we leave home 
We must mask our faces, 

And stay 6 feet from others  
As we live today. 

 

I wonder if Satan 
Put COVID-19 in our face 

To threaten God   
For power over the human race.    

We grieve for others 
Who this mystery took its toll 

And pray God have mercy 
As it reaches its goal. 

 

*************************************** 
Birthdays 

 

Kira Good – Aug 10th 
Rachel Marler – Aug 10th 
Gladys Ross – Aug 10th 
Faye Acker – Aug 14th 
Mary Gordon – Aug 25th 
Keith Burkett – Aug 28th 
Virginia Whisnant – Aug 29th 

Some Reflections on the Heat Wave 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

************************************** 
Cartoons: 
https://www.pinterest.com/Shortbigbrat/texas-summer-heat/ 
 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/124693483404341000/ 
 

https://leedscongenitalhearts.com/articles/view/44/summer-
heat-wave-july-2015 

What a shame! 

 


